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although the steadily increasing total of German divisions may
have reached 300, and the Axis divisions in the Soviet Union prob-
ably amounted to 180, the rate of advance became still slower. In
October, while Leningrad still stubbornly held out, there is re-
ported to have been a panic among the civilians in Moscow accom-
panied by both anti-Jewish and antigovernmental feeling, but great
Soviet armies were still in being, and on much of the front snow
was beginning to fall Late in November, while the slow advance
toward Moscow was continued and the front there was snakelike
with improbable-looking salients, a Soviet counteroffensive in the
far south for the first time scored a definite local success. With tke
Russian winter about to halt the Axis offensive, the Germans had
failed to achieve a decision.

What had happened? Peering through the fog of secrecy, we can
see the campaign only in its largest outlines. First, there had been
no general anticommunist rising. In the districts occupied by the
invaders, especially in the Ukraine, German propaganda, centered
on favoring the Orthodox Church and land ownership for the peas-
ants, had indeed made some headway. Nevertheless, on the whole
the strong national patriotism which had so long upheld "Holy
Russia* now supported the Soviet Union. Notwithstanding the
Soviet's many acts of harshness, the Russian masses were deter-
mined to defend both their government and their country. The
Russian soldiers have always been stubborn fighters, undiscour-
aged by losses and defeats. When surrounded by Germans in '41, if
they often surrendered in masses, on the other hand they often re-
sisted obstinately. Moreover, Soviet industrialization had now
abundantly provided them with artillery and tanks. As always,
there were vast reserves of manpower. Although the population of
greater Germany was now nearly half the Soviet population of per-
haps 180,000,000, it has been estimated that the high Russian birth
rate produced an annual "class" of 2,000,000 eighteen-year-old boys
as opposed to a quarter of that number in the Reich.

On the technical side, the German armored divisions were now
no longer having it all their own way. Never before had they faced
such powerful tank opposition. In spite of the effectiveness of Rom-
meTs antitank defense in Libya, Fuller believes that in Russia the
Panzer antitank units proved insufficient He further notes that
few, if any, of the infantry and artillery units which were organic in